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When I spend my time Directing, Coaching, and Training. What enters my mind at times is, “Is youth soccer working and 

are we doing our best to find solutions and fix the problems as coaches and parents?” 

Our children, players and every child involved in Youth Soccer deserve a great environment in which they can enjoy all 

the life-changing benefits of a youth soccer experience. Parents deserve guidance, support and leadership when it 

comes to making sure their child development. Coaches deserve to have support to be able to provide the most life-

changing interactions possible. The goal of our Youth Soccer Program is to create an environment where the Coach and 

Parents are celebrated for working together, setting an example for communities and families everywhere. 

Now for the most part we do a pretty good job, but I still see disconnection that too often exists between parents, 

coaches, that can hurt our players. If we don’t continue to work on improving in this area, then we create an 

environment that is not acceptable for the players. 

I know it possible to have coaches and parents work together to create a solution. It is possible for us to change culture 

in a program that will benefit our players. This has been my goal from the day I walked into ASC as the Director and I 

continued to work on cultural change. I have realized in my many years it takes everyone to make this materialize. 

Cultural change will happen with behavioral change and as I continue to train as well as call on coaches to rebuild their 

relationships with parents by extending trust. I also call on parents to take an honest look at themselves and 

acknowledging the current behaviors and the environment they have established. In keeping that in mind, we all need to 

aspire towards cultural change. 

 

Before I was a coach, I was a parent and I remember that from a parent’s perspective it felt like the coach holds all the 

power. With that being said, if you are stressed about something that is going on with your child, too often you do not 

feel as though the door is opened to reach out to the coach for advice. We fear of it having repercussions on their child 

when it comes to playing time or working with them.  

Now being a Director and a Coach, we often feel the parent holds all the power. They are the ones who are paying for 

the experience, they are the ones who can complain and get the coach questioned, and they are the ones who can make 



life miserable for the coach by excessive negative communication to their child or other parents in the program. I have 

seen Coaches being treated poorly, accused of not coaching their kids, parents pulling their kids off a team, and Coaches 

been pulled off mission by the soccer parent who is irrational, and unable to be satisfied. 

Coaches start to think that most parents are crazy soccer parents. What the coach doesn’t understand it that they are 

just stressed soccer parents. Parents that worry about their child when they are struggling, because they want their child 

to be successful and happy. Stressed parents just need is some information, for the door to be opened to them, and for 

someone to listen and try to understand and to help.  Parents don’t want to be perceived as a crazy soccer parent, so 

they elect not to ask questions and allow the stress to mount.  

I have seen too often, coaches and parents blaming each other… Coaches and parents need to work together so we 

don’t go the other route, creating a culture that won’t benefit the children in the community. I will continue to train the 

ASC Coaching Staff to develop and improve in all areas so that your child can have the best experience possible in Youth 

Soccer. So, continue to reach out to your coach and have a conversation about your child…  you will feel good, once the 

door is opened. You can gain perspective, calm down and, most importantly, your child benefits. 

Let’s work together to create a positive culture in which all our soccer playing children will succeed. Where they develop 

a love the game that will stay with them forever and learn the important, valuable life skill lessons that soccer is 

uniquely positioned to teach. You have my commitment as the Director of the Youth Soccer program to do my part and I 

just ask you to your part as well. I will continue to work on our Coaches… they will be encouraged to open the door to 

their parents, and because this can be a new territory in the coach-parent relationship, they will clearly define and 

welcome good behavior.  Together we can make and impact in a valuable child’s life. Sports come and go, but life 

lessons and character last forever. 

We also want to take a moment to congratulate last week’s Character Card Winners! Great Job to all the players! 

 

 D. Walters  U8 Red Bulls 

 J. Houston  U8 Rapids 

 K. Luzuriaga U10 Villareal 

 A. German  U10  Real Betis 

 K. Williams  U12 Aston Villa  

 L. Feltner  U14 Roma

 

If you didn’t get your prize, please stop by the front desk to pick it up next time you’re here.  

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter and if you haven’t registered already for our Summer Youth Soccer 

Session, please get it done right away. It’s our busiest time of the year and spots are filling up fast. I wouldn’t want your 

child to end up on a waiting list or miss our summer session, because you waited too long to sign them up. 

George Archuleta – ASC Director Youth Soccer  

 

REGISTER HERE 

http://www.arizonasportscomplex.com/program-finder

