
The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) is the organization that over-
sees more than 1,100 colleges and universities. The NCAA is dedicated to the 
advancement of student athletes seeking to take their game to the next level. Nearly
half a million college athletes that make up 19,500 teams have felt the aiding hand
of the NCAA. There levels range from Division-I down to Division-III.  The NCAA 
is committed to the student-athlete and to governing competition in a fair, inclusive
and sportsmanliand sportsmanlike manner.    

The purpose of the American College Hockey Association (ACHA) is to be an 
organization of collegiate afiliated programs, which provides structure, regulates 
operations and promotes quality in collegiate ice hockey. The ACHA is comprised 
of three divisions from Division-I down to Division-III. The current function of the 
ACHA is to support quality, unity and regulation of intercollegiate hockey programs 
in the United States.      



The NCAA Eligibility Center determines if a player is eligible to play in 
Division-I or Division-II (not applicable to Division-III) as a irst time freshman. 
This is the irst step that a prospective NCAA student-athlete should complete
and it’s all based on academic standing and amateur credentials. If eligible, 
this does not guarantee that you will be admitted into a school. Players must 
apply to their desired school and get accepted. 

Division-I schools require that prospective student-athletes meet academic 
standards for NCAA approved core courses, GPA of core courses and exam scores.
In order to be eligible for participation in practice, competition or receive athletic
scholarships in your irst full-time year at a D-I school, you need to meet the 
requirements below:

The NCAA asks that you meet their 10/7 rule. Meaning that you should complete 10 out of
16 core courses by your seventh semester of high school. This includes, seven in English, 
Math or Natural/Physical Science. At the start of your seventh semester, 10 core courses 
should be completed to be able to repeat or replace. (The Eligibility Center uses the best 
possible combination of courses).     

Keep in mind that you should complete all 16 NCAA approved
core courses in eight semesters (4 academic years). Graduating
early does not exclude the student from taking the 16 NCAA
approved courses. 

There is a scale that the NCAA uses known as the “Slider Scale”
(Pictured below). Try to achieve an SAT combined score or ACT
sum score that matches your core-courses GPA using the scale.
Minimum 2.300 to be a “Full Qualiier” which will be explained 
in page 4.    





Division-II standards are less stringent than Division-I but still requires 
diligent attention. Student-athletes are still required to meet grade 
expectations, core course GPA and exam scores.   

Failure to meet the above steps may result in being a “Non-Qualiier.” 
Being a non-qualiier means you will not be able to practice, compete
nor receive monetary athletic assistance. 

“Full Qualiier” Status entails that the student athlete is eligible for competition,
practice and able to receive athletic scholarships.  
1. Complete the 16 NCAA approved core courses & graduate from high school.
2. Have at least the minimum required GPA in your core courses 
(2.300 for D-I/2.200 for D-II). 
3. Achieve a combined SAT or ACT sum score to match your core courses GPA
on the appropriate slider scale.    

D-I





The NCAA counts Major Junior 
Hockey (WHL, OHL and QMJHL) as 
pro hockey. 

One exception: If you played in an 
exhibition game prior to H.S. grad-
uation and never signed anything. 

-Delaying your full-time collegiate 
enrollment to part take in organized 
sports. 
-Playing with professionals. 
-Signing a contract with a pro team. 
-Trying out or practicing with a 
ppro team. 
- Accepting payment or preference for
playing sports. 
-Accepting prize money. 
-Accepting any beneit from prospective 
or current agent. 
-Degree of involvement with a 
rrecruiting service. 

If you plan to attend a D-III school, please visit the school’s website for
further information. 



1. Compete in any form of major junior games after graduating from H.S. 

2. Sign with a major junior team. 

1. Attending a tryout while covering your own expenses and without competing 
in a game. 
2. Getting expenses covered without surpassing 48-hours with the team. 
(only one per team but may not play in a game or outside competition).  

1. Participate in a major junior match prior to H.S. graduation without 
signing. 

2.Competing in a paid expense tryout/camp with a major junior team that 
exceeds 48-hours. 

A prospective student-athlete can lose one full year of NCAA eligibility if they
play in a junior hockey game after their 21st birthday. You may participate in a
game after turning 21 and maintain full eligibility if you abide by the NCAA 
Transfer Rule. This entails that you enroll full-time at a post secondary school 
that does not sponsor a hockey program before turning 21. Keep in mind that 
academic standards are to be met.   

If you agree in any way to be represented by an agent or recruiting service for
the purpose of marketing, you may become ineligible to compete in intercollegiate 
sports. In order to receive guidance in the form of recruiting services or advisors, 
they may not receive compensation after the athlete leaves college.   



Athletic scholarships are not always for the complete four years of college. 
Usually, these scholarships are renewed on a yearly basis. Schools must 
notify the recipient by July 1st if the scholarship will be renewed or not. 
You are allowed to appeal, based on school policy, if athletic aid is reduced 
or revoked. 

1. Based on athletic ability or performance during the season.
2, Due to an injury or any athletic reason. 

1. You become ineligible to compete in NCAA through your own fault.
2. Falsify or misrepresent information on your applications/forms, 
national letter of intent or your inancial aid agreement. 
3. Receiving a serious disciplinary penalty. 
4. Quitting the team.  

Apply for Financial Aid (based on grades) through FAFSA. 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/





ACHA 
In order to play for an ACHA team, you must irst enroll and become accepted
into the college. Student-athletes that are on NCAA rosters may not play in 
the ACHA during the same season.     

-Men’s D-I student-athletes may have ive years of eligibility in the ACHA. 

If making the jump from a two-year junior college the student athlete
will be given three out of ive eligible years. 

ACHA Academic Standards
Student-athletes must be enrolled at the college in a program that will 
lead them to a Bachelor’s or equal degree.  

You must be enrolled in a minimum of 12 credit hours but may not go
below 9 credit hours during each semester of participation.  

Must successfully pass at least 9 credits per semester to be eligible for the next. 

If competing in consecutive semesters after your irst academic year, you must
have completed 24 semester hours or equivalent in the preceding 12 months.   

Must maintain a minimum 2.00 GPA by the student’s second year of eligibility. 

-There is no athletic aid offered for ACHA, but athletes may receive
inancial aid for academics upon completing a FAFSA application.  



College Placement Guidance

Services Offered 

College Wise is a college counseling agency that provides hands on 
personal assistance with the college application process. College Wise 
helps to provide comfort and conidence. More importantly, it 
helps the student ind the right college for them. Pricing for their 
services varies greatly depending on student need and must be contacted 
to determine.     

“Designed for families seeking specialized expert advising.” 
“Assistance in managing the entire application process.” 

1. Review of up to 16 university applications in as much as 4 countries.
2. Researching the best it for summer and winter programs and editing 
of supplemental essays. 
3. Appropriate university and college tour planning. 
4. Assistance in connecting to tutors that meet student needs. 
5. In depth review of inal application by a panel of 3-5 College Wise 
masmaster-level counselors.
6. Interview preparation.  



1. Assistance with application process for 8 to 12 North 
American institutions. (Additional fee may apply if 12 schools 
are exceeded). 
2. Unlimited number of one-on-one meetings with a counselor 
and access to phone or e-mail communication in between meetings.
    

What the counselors do:

1. Strategize and stick to custom timeline in order to yield higher 
chances of admission. 
2. Devise testing plans for the SAT/ACT or AP exams and TOEFL.
3. Boost extracurricular involvement. 
4. Help student to come up with a personalized list of suitable 
colleges and then assist/edit essays for those schools.
5. 5. Review college applications and mitigate the pressure of deadlines.     

This particular service is better for families who only need help with 
certain parts of the college application process. May be more convenient
for quick consultations on the ly. 

1. Charged in 10 minute increments for the time counselors spend in
meetings, on the phone, e-mail correspondence, editing essays or 
reviewing applications. 

D. Jumpstart (9th &10th)

Jumpstart is a hands on service geared toward the early college thinkers.
This service will provide counseling and guidance to effectively plan and
research for appropriate colleges. 

Visit https://collegewise.com/services for detailed information 



College Placement Guidance 
(Cont.)

College Transitions is a company operated by college planning experts. 
The company is recognized across the nation and internationally for its
attentive services. The goal of the company is to identify the best it 
for high school students and do so by maintaining a consistent and active
research agenda in higher education. Over the last ten years, College Trans-
itions has bolstered thousands of applicants, facilitating admissions 
  to more than 500 competitive institutions.


